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Western vices, which brought about diseases, especially
leprosy, which played great havoc among the natives. Captain
Cook, in his day, estimated their number at 400,000, which
was probably an exaggeration, but it is sad to relate that it
is now little more than a tenth of that number. It is now,
however, largely supplemented by Chinese, Japanese, Ameri-
cans, and Europeans, The Chinese began to come in 1865,
having been invited, and indeed brought over, by the
Hawaiian Bureau of Immigration. After the Restoration In
Japan in 1868, considerable numbers of Japanese found their
way to Hawaii, but it was not till 1884 that the Japanese
Government recognised emigration, and from that time they
began to arrive in thousands. Some of them being some-
what turbulent after the war between Japan and China, the
fear was expressed that the Japanese might seize the islands,
but such an idea never received any encouragement from the
Japanese Government.

The independence of Hawaii had been guaranteed by
France and Britain in 1843 ; and the United States, though
not a party to this agreement, had nevertheless on more
than one occasion used its armed forces to repress disorder
and maintain the reign of law. For over forty years from
that date the little kingdom was under a constitutional
monarchy, which continued the line of native kings, the
government being run chiefly by representatives of the white
population. The last king, Kala-Kaua I., made himself
rather ridiculous in his latter years by imitating the styles of
European courts which he had visited and where he had been
received with royal honours, and he became ambitious to be
the head of a great Polynesian empire. This and other
matters brought him into trouble, not only with his own sub-
jects but also with the Western Powers, and he died in 1891
worn out by worry and disappointment. He was succeeded
by his sister, who attempted autocratic methods, and set her-
$elf to the task of abrogating the constitution and restoring
the personal government of her ancestors. On January 14,
18 93, the Queen had planned to promulgate, by royal decree,